
Sod waterways are natural or constructed waterways that are shaped or 

graded and established in suitable vegetation, in order to safely convey 

water across areas of concentrated flow.  Their purpose is to improve wa-

ter quality by reducing the movement of sediment and nutrients from ag-

ricultural non-point sources.  

• Cost-sharing and tax credit are authorized for site preparation, grading, shaping, 

filling, and establishing permanent vegetative cover.  Also, cost-sharing is author-

ized for subsurface drains or stone-lined centers that are necessary for proper func-

tioning of the waterways. 

• The cover may consist of sod-forming grasses, legumes, mixtures or grasses and 

legumes, or other types of vegetative cover that will provide the needed protection 

from erosion. 

• Close-sown small grains, annuals, or mulching may be used for temporary protec-

tion if followed by  eligible  permanent vegetative cover established by seeding or 

natural revegetation. 

 

SOD WATERWAYS 
WP-3 

Important Facts 
 

Practice Lifespan 
Maintained for a minimum of 
10 years  following the calendar 

year of installation.     
 
 

Cost-share Rate 
75% of the lesser of actual or 

estimated cost.  Cost-share 
assistance for the planting 

process is permissible from other 
sources (RT, FIP, LTC, 
WHIP, EQUIP, etc.).  

Incentive payments will not be 
authorized for land enrolled 

under the Conservation Reserve 
Program., and will not be 

authorized for Christmas tree 
production.   

 
 

Tax Credit 
The tax credit rate is 25% of 

the total eligible  cost not to 
exceed $17,500.00.  If a 

cooperator receives cost-share, 
only the percent of the total cost 

of the project that the 
cooperator contributed is used to 

determine the tax credit.. 




